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Purpose of the Book List

The Reading Recovery Book List is intended to 

be a helpful resource for Reading Recovery and 

Descubriendo la Lectura educators in North America. 

Titles and levels can be guides as teachers, teacher 

leaders, and university trainers engage in the daily 

decisions of selecting books for students participating in 

Reading Recovery and Descubriendo la Lectura.

It is essential that Reading Recovery and Descubriendo 

la Lectura educators recognize the usefulness of the 

Book List, but realize that the list is only a resource and is 

of limited value unless teachers strive to “be the expert 

chooser and sequencer of the texts for a Reading 

Recovery pupil” (Clay, 1993, p. 13) and diligently attend to 

the teacher-child interactions which accompany the 

reading of the books. This is why the use of the Book 

List, without Reading Recovery or Descubriendo la 

Lectura training and ongoing professional development, 

is unlikely to result in accelerated progress for children 

receiving tutoring. 

Moreover, the levels used by Reading Recovery and 

Descubriendo la Lectura are designed especially for 

the children who are finding reading acquisition most 

difficult, and the fine gradient of difficulty is less useful for 

the rich primary classroom program.

How Books Are Leveled

The Reading Recovery Book List is a compilation of 

titles that may be in use at Reading Recovery and 

Descubriendo la Lectura sites throughout North 

America. Books on the list represent titles that have 

been leveled by Reading Recovery and Descubriendo 

la Lectura educators and recommended for inclusion. 

The Book List represents countless hours of volunteer 

work by trainers, teacher leaders, and teachers who 

engaged in an intensive review process that included 

initial review and field testing of approximately 1,000 

English titles and 200 Spanish titles. Under the leadership 

of Janet Bufalino, English title reviewers worked primarily 

out of Pennsylvania, New York, South Carolina, Indiana, 

Georgia, and Texas sites. Spanish titles were leveled and 

recommended by the Descubriendo la Lectura Book 

Committee. Educators who supported the process 

of review and field testing represented geographic, 

language, and cultural diversity.

For complete information or to order online visit EngageLiteracy.com

Each book that was reviewed for possible inclusion was 

evaluated to see how well the book:

• supported strategic development;

• had text features that worked together appropriately 

for a particular level rather than creating undue 

challenges to the readers because of widely disparate 

features of text difficulty (language, concepts, spatial 

features, etc.);

• had a sufficient amount of text on which a child 

could engage in problem solving and practice fluent 

reading;

• represented ethnic, cultural, and language diversity in 

a way that valued all persons;

• had a story line that was of interest to children;

• had good-quality illustrations; and

• was constructed using good-quality materials.

Using the Book List

Books on the list are organized along a continuum of 20 

levels, ranging in complexity from simple texts to stories 

similar to those found in first-and beginning second-

grade readers. Levels are only approximate indicators 

of text difficulty and are intended to serve as a guide. 

A child’s prior experience, ability to employ strategies, 

and the richness of a story introduction will affect each 

child’s success in reading the same texts.

Statement reprinted from http://readingrecovery.org/images/pdfs/
Membership/rrbooklistintro.pdf
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Engage Literacy books level, word count and ordering information

Book Title RR Level Word 
Count Single Title ISBN

Single 
Title 
Price

Six Pack ISBN (comes shipped in 
plastic bag with corresponding TN)

Six Pack 
Price

Here is a Robot 1 39 978-1-4296-8848-2 $5.99 978-1-4296-8849-9 $36.94

I Am Helping 1 39 978-1-5435-0704-1 $5.99 978-1-5435-6138-8 $36.94

I Go Up 1 36 978-1-4296-8832-1 $5.99 978-1-4296-8840-6 $36.94

In My Car 1 40 978-1-4296-8850-5 $5.99 978-1-4296-8851-2 $36.94

Look at the Picture 1 32 978-1-4296-8858-1 $5.99 978-1-4296-8859-8 $36.94

My Family and Me 1 32 978-1-5435-0705-8 $5.99 978-1-5435-6141-8 $36.94

I Am Big 2 77 978-1-4296-8874-1 $5.99 978-1-4296-8875-8 $36.94

I Can Go 2 71 978-1-4296-8882-6 $5.99 978-1-4296-8883-3 $36.94

In the Playhouse 2 48 978-1-4296-8852-9 $5.99 978-1-4296-8853-6 $36.94

Look at Me 2 56 978-1-4296-8856-7 $5.99 978-1-4296-8857-4 $36.94

Look at the Clouds 2 56 978-1-5435-0719-5 $5.99 978-1-5435-6139-5 $36.94

Making Friends 2 64 978-1-5435-0718-8 $5.99 978-1-5435-6140-1 $36.94

My Big Sandcastle 2 71 978-1-4296-8870-3 $5.99 978-1-4296-8871-0 $36.94

My Birthday 2 69 978-1-4296-8868-0 $5.99 978-1-4296-8869-7 $36.94

My Food 2 53 978-1-4296-8884-0 $5.99 978-1-4296-8885-7 $36.94

My Little Toys 2 48 978-1-4296-8876-5 $5.99 978-1-4296-8877-2 $36.94

My Toy Box 2 40 978-1-4296-8860-4 $5.99 978-1-4296-8861-1 $36.94

The Zookeeper 2 56 978-1-4296-8864-2 $5.99 978-1-4296-8865-9 $36.94

Up and Down 2 58 978-1-4296-8878-9 $5.99 978-1-4296-8879-6 $36.94

Up Here 2 56 978-1-4296-8862-8 $5.99 978-1-4296-8863-5 $36.94

Up in the Tree 2 73 978-1-5435-0717-1 $5.99 978-1-5435-6143-2 $36.94

We Can Play 2 53 978-1-5435-0721-8 $5.99 978-1-5435-6144-9 $36.94

Ben and the Baby 3 82 978-1-4765-3836-5 $5.99 978-1-4765-3837-2 $36.94

Bubbles in the Bath 3 71 978-1-4765-3824-2 $5.99 978-1-4765-3825-9 $36.94

Here is a  Block 3 70 978-1-4765-3834-1 $5.99 978-1-4765-3835-8 $36.94

I am Safe 3 82 978-1-4765-3850-1 $5.99 978-1-4765-3851-8 $36.94

I Can Go to School 3 76 978-1-4765-3818-1 $5.99 978-1-4765-3819-8 $36.94

Look at the Animals 3 60 978-1-4296-8880-2 $5.99 978-1-4296-8881-9 $36.94

Look at the Puppy 3 74 978-1-4765-3816-7 $5.99 978-1-4765-3817-4 $36.94

On The Log 3 66 978-1-4765-3832-7 $5.99 978-1-4765-3833-4 $36.94

Pets can Play 3 79 978-1-4765-3820-4 $5.99 978-1-4765-3821-1 $36.94

School 3 83 978-1-4765-3822-8 $5.99 978-1-4765-3823-5 $36.94

See the Bubbles 3 61 978-1-4765-3826-6 $5.99 978-1-4765-3827-3 $36.94

Sleepy Little Caterpillar 3 70 978-1-4296-8932-8 $5.99 978-1-4296-8933-5 $36.94

Sleepy Sleep 3 66 978-1-4765-3842-6 $5.99 978-1-4765-3843-3 $36.94

The Birthday Party 3 80 978-1-4296-8866-6 $5.99 978-1-4296-8867-3 $36.94

The Castle 3 52 978-1-4296-8872-7 $5.99 978-1-4296-8873-4 $36.94

Yummy! Yummy! 3 61 978-1-4765-3830-3 $5.99 978-1-4765-3831-0 $36.94

Baby Dinosaur Can Play 4 81 978-1-4296-8936-6 $5.99 978-1-4296-8937-3 $36.94

Baby Dinosaur Can Sleep 4 80 978-1-4765-3840-2 $5.99 978-1-4765-3841-9 $36.94

Bugs 4 76 978-1-4296-8934-2 $5.99 978-1-4296-8935-9 $36.94

Buzzy Bee 4 87 978-1-4765-3844-0 $5.99 978-1-4765-3845-7 $36.94

Fall 4 71 978-1-5435-0737-9 $5.99 978-1-5435-7668-9 $36.94

Gus is in the Garden 4 78 978-1-4765-3828-0 $5.99 978-1-4765-3829-7 $36.94

Lea Can Swim 4 81 978-1-4765-3848-8 $5.99 978-1-4765-3849-5 $36.94

Lea is Hungry 4 76 978-1-4296-8833-8 $5.99 978-1-4296-8841-3 $36.94
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Book Title RR Level Word 
Count Single Title ISBN

Single 
Title 
Price

Six Pack ISBN (comes shipped in 
plastic bag with corresponding TN)

Six Pack 
Price

My Big Sandwich 4 83 978-1-4296-8834-5 $5.99 978-1-4296-8842-0 $36.94

My Dinosaurs 4 80 978-1-4296-8938-0 $5.99 978-1-4296-8939-7 $36.94

Paint a Butterfly 4 102 978-1-4765-3846-4 $5.99 978-1-4765-3847-1 $36.94

Push and Pull 4 75 978-1-5435-0742-3 $5.99 978-1-5435-7672-6 $36.94

Shopping for Socks 4 75 978-1-4296-8942-7 $5.99 978-1-4296-8943-4 $36.94

Can Squirrel Hide the Acorn? 5 91 978-1-5435-0736-2 $5.99 978-1-5435-7667-2 $36.94

Cooking Pancakes 5 85 978-1-4296-8950-2 $5.99 978-1-4296-8951-9 $36.94

Homes 5 102 978-1-4765-3858-7 $5.99 978-1-4765-3859-4 $36.94

I am Honest 5 95 978-1-5435-0734-8 $5.99 978-1-5435-7666-5 $36.94

I Like to Play 5 121 978-1-4765-3866-2 $5.99 978-1-4765-3867-9 $36.94

Min Monkey 5 103 978-1-4296-8944-1 $5.99 978-1-4296-8945-8 $36.94

Molly Mouse Has a Party 5 115 978-1-5435-0738-6 $5.99 978-1-5435-7669-6 $36.94

My Little Cake 5 97 978-1-4765-3854-9 $5.99 978-1-4765-3855-6 $36.94

Surprise Pancakes for Mom 5 98 978-1-4296-8948-9 $5.99 978-1-4296-8949-6 $36.94

The Lost Sock 5 80 978-1-4296-8940-3 $5.99 978-1-4296-8941-0 $36.94

At the Library 6 96 978-1-5435-0767-6 $5.99 978-1-5435-7673-3 $36.94

Baby Dinosaur and the Big Log 6 97 978-1-4765-3856-3 $5.99 978-1-4765-3857-0 $36.94

Baby Dinosaur is Hiding 6 119 978-1-4296-8952-6 $5.99 978-1-4296-8953-3 $36.94

Big Mud Puddle 6 115 978-1-4296-8956-4 $5.99 978-1-4296-8957-1 $36.94

Can You See It? 6 110 978-1-4296-8954-0 $5.99 978-1-4296-8955-7 $36.94

Go Away! 6 121 978-1-4765-3868-6 $5.99 978-1-4765-3869-3 $36.94

Kate and the Big Cake 6 103 978-1-4765-3852-5 $5.99 978-1-4765-3853-2 $36.94

Make a Monkey 6 103 978-1-4296-8946-5 $5.99 978-1-4296-8947-2 $36.94

The Little Bug 6 120 978-1-4765-3860-0 $5.99 978-1-4765-3861-7 $36.94

Bananas in My Tummy 7 125 978-1-4296-8835-2 $5.99 978-1-4296-8843-7 $36.94

Ladybug Puppet 7 103 978-1-4765-3862-4 $5.99 978-1-4765-3863-1 $36.94

Lea’s Birthday 7 131 978-1-4296-8964-9 $5.99 978-1-4296-8965-6 $36.94

Lost in the Maze 7 124 978-1-4765-3872-3 $5.99 978-1-4765-3873-0 $36.94

Max and the Balloons 7 129 978-1-4296-8960-1 $5.99 978-1-4296-8961-8 $36.94

The School Garden 7 124 978-1-4296-8958-8 $5.99 978-1-4296-8959-5 $36.94

Watch the Bean Grow 7 122 978-1-5435-0777-5 $5.99 978-1-5435-7681-8 $36.94

Animal Eggs 8 140 978-1-4765-3878-5 $5.99 978-1-4765-3879-2 $36.94

Baby Comes Home 8 78 978-1-4765-3838-9 $5.99 978-1-4765-3839-6 $36.94

Baby Dinosaur and the Egg 8 140 978-1-4765-3876-1 $5.99 978-1-4765-3877-8 $36.94

Baby Dinosaur is Lost 8 168 978-1-4296-8972-4 $5.99 978-1-4296-8973-1 $36.94

Big Balloon 8 126 978-1-4296-8962-5 $5.99 978-1-4296-8963-2 $36.94

Chocolate Banana Pops 8 131 978-1-4296-8836-9 $5.99 978-1-4296-8844-4 $36.94

Dad’s Old Photo Book 8 149 978-1-5435-0776-8 $5.99 978-1-5435-7680-1 $36.94

Little Sea Horse and the Big 
Crab

8 152 978-1-4296-8968-7 $5.99 978-1-4296-8969-4 $36.94

Mo’s Broken Arm 8 147 978-1-5435-0780-5 $5.99 978-1-5435-7684-9 $36.94

My Body 8 129 978-1-5435-0779-9 $5.99 978-1-5435-7680-1 $36.94

Old Days and Now, The 8 146 978-1-5435-0775-1 $5.99 978-1-5435-7679-5 $36.94

Paint a Picture 8 141 978-1-4765-3880-8 $5.99 978-1-4765-3881-5 $36.94

Play 1,2,3,4,5 8 130 978-1-4765-3870-9 $5.99 978-1-4765-3871-6 $36.94

Play with Me 8 151 978-1-4765-3864-8 $5.99 978-1-4765-3865-5 $36.94

Rainbows 8 147 978-1-4765-3882-2 $5.99 978-1-4765-3883-9 $36.94

The Aquarium 8 133 978-1-4296-8970-0 $5.99 978-1-4296-8971-7 $36.94

A Big Box of Bananas 9 186 978-1-4296-8980-9 $5.99 978-1-4296-8981-6 $36.94
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Book Title RR Level Word 
Count Single Title ISBN

Single 
Title 
Price

Six Pack ISBN (comes shipped in 
plastic bag with corresponding TN)

Six Pack 
Price

Birthdays Around the World 9 149 978-1-4296-8966-3 $5.99 978-1-4296-8967-0 $36.94

Dinosaurs 9 164 978-1-4296-8974-8 $5.99 978-1-4296-8975-5 $36.94

Lea and the Bird Feeder 9 190 978-1-4765-9480-4 $5.99 978-1-4765-9481-1 $36.94

Look and See 9 170 978-1-4765-9464-4 $5.99 978-1-4765-9465-1 $36.94

Volcano Bubbles 9 168 978-1-4296-8978-6 $5.99 978-1-4296-8979-3 $36.94

Baby Farm Animals 10 185 978-1-4296-8990-8 $5.99 978-1-4296-8991-5 $36.94

Big Green Crocodile 10 171 978-1-4296-8984-7 $5.99 978-1-4296-8985-4 $36.94

Grandpa’s Farm 10 187 978-1-4296-8988-5 $5.99 978-1-4296-8989-2 $36.94

Grass Bug 10 179 978-1-4765-9466-8 $5.99 978-1-4765-9466-8 $36.94

Little Sea Horse and the Big 
Storm

10 200 978-1-4296-8992-2 $5.99 978-1-4296-8993-9 $36.94

Make Two Crocodiles 10 191 978-1-4296-8986-1 $5.99 978-1-4296-8987-8 $36.94

Taking Care of the Ocean 10 190 978-1-429688376 $5.99 978-1-4296-8845-1 $36.94

Volcano Sand Hll 10 163 978-1-4296-8976-2 $5.99 978-1-4296-8977-9 $36.94

Dress-up Day 11 239 978-1-4296-9003-4 $5.99 978-1-4296-9004-1 $36.94

Special Little Sea Horse 11 205 978-1-4765-9484-2 $5.99 978-1-4765-9485-9 $36.94

Make a Secret Playhouse 12 177 978-1-4296-9001-0 $5.99 978-1-4296-9002-7 $36.94

Mrs. Pot’s Animal Shelter 12 231 978-1-4914-2784-2 $5.99 978-1-4914-2800-9 $36.94

The Environment Park 12 205 978-1-4296-8997-7 $5.99 978-1-4296-8998-4 $36.94

The Secret Tree House 12 230 978-1-4296-8999-1 $5.99 978-1-4296-9000-3 $36.94

Clean Up Shelly Beach 13 221 978-1-4914-2783-5 $5.99 978-1-4914-2799-6 $36.94

My Rock Pool 13 237 978-1-4296-9013-3 $5.99 978-1-4296-9015-7 $36.94

No Scooter for Scott 13 236 978-1-4914-2788-0 $5.99 978-1-4914-2804-7 $36.94

Big Cats 14 237 978-1-4296-8839-0 $5.99 978-1-4296-8847-5 $36.94

Billy Brown’s Cat 14 252 978-1-4296-8838-3 $5.99 978-1-4296-8846-8 $36.94

Captain Ross and the Old Sea 
Ferry 

14 257 978-1-4296-9016-4 $5.99 978-1-4296-9018-8 $36.94

Circus Tricks 14 227 978-1-4296-9006-5 $5.99 978-1-4296-9008-9 $36.94

Let’s Dance 14 249 978-1-4914-2792-7 $5.99 978-1-4914-2808-5 $36.94

Letter to Sam 14 260 978-1-4296-9033-1 $5.99 978-1-4296-9034-8 $36.94

My Day 14 241 978-1-4914-2793-4 $5.99 978-1-4914-2809-2 $36.94

Nighttime Noises 14 226 978-1-4914-2787-3 $5.99 978-1-4914-2803-0 $36.94

Our Baby 14 282 978-1-4296-9023-2 $5.99 978-1-4296-9025-6 $36.94

Our Special Rock Pool 14 239 978-1-4296-9009-6 $5.99 978-1-4296-9011-9 $36.94

Silly Old Pirates Look for 
Treasure

14 250 978-1-4914-2791-0 $5.99 978-1-4914-2807-8 $36.94

Ways We Go to School 14 242 978-1-4296-9020-1 $5.99 978-1-4296-9021-8 $36.94

Where is Carl the Corn Snake? 14 205 978-1-4296-8994-6 $5.99 978-1-4296-8995-3 $36.94

Growing Up 15 297 978-1-4296-9027-0 $5.99 978-1-4296-9028-7 $36.94

The Jobs People Do 15 263 978-1-4914-2798-9 $5.99 978-1-4914-2814-6 $36.94

The Littlest Clown 15 296 978-1-4914-2796-5 $5.99 978-1-4914-2812-2 $36.94

Lost In Space 15 327 978-1-5157-3274-7 $5.99 978-1-5157-5060-4 $36.94

What is the Matter, Mrs. Long? 15 287 978-1-4296-9030-0 $5.99 978-1-4296-9031-7 $36.94

All About Teeth 16 392 978-1-62065-387-6 $5.99 978-1-62065-400-2 $36.94

Lea Wants a Rabbit 16 398 978-1-62065-388-3 $5.99 978-1-62065-399-9 $36.94

Looking for Kate 16 305 978-1-62065-380-7 $5.99 978-1-62065-381-4 $36.94

My Real Name is Princess 16 435 978-1-62065-390-6 $5.99 978-1-62065-397-5 $36.94

Play Ball 16 327 978-1-62065-382-1 $5.99 978-1-62065-383-8 $36.94

A Special Kimono 16 300 978-1-4914-2795-8 $5.99 978-1-4914-2811-5 $36.94

Stuck at the Top 16 338 978-1-62065-384-5 $5.99 978-1-62065-403-3 $36.94



Book Title RR Level Word 
Count Single Title ISBN

Single 
Title 
Price

Six Pack ISBN (comes shipped in 
plastic bag with corresponding TN)

Six Pack 
Price

Animals with Fins, Animals with 
Fur 

17 355 978-1-62065-389-0 $5.99 978-1-62065-398-2 $36.94

Flip, the Tree Frog 17 326 978-1-5157-3272-3 $5.99 978-1-5157-5054-3 $36.94

Frogs 17 320 978-1-5157-3280-8 $5.99 978-1-5157-5055-0 $36.94

Houses Around the World 17 330 978-1-5157-3278-5 $5.99 978-1-5157-5056-7 $36.94

Lea’s New House 17 394 978-1-5157-3275-4 $5.99 978-1-5157-5059-8 $36.94

Space and Our Solar System 17 278 978-1-5157-3283-9 $5.99 978-1-5157-5062-8 $36.94

Welcome to the Farm 17 374 978-1-5157-3277-8 $5.99 978-1-5157-5064-2 $36.94

Wheels 17 296 978-1-62065-385-2 $5.99 978-1-62065-402-6 $36.94

Wibbly Wobbly Tooth 17 362 978-1-62065-386-9 $5.99 978-1-62065-401-9 $36.94

Captain Russy 18 688 978-1-62065-428-6 $5.99 978-1-62065-449-1 $36.94

Go-kart Surprise 18 467 978-1-62065-408-8 $5.99 978-1-62065-419-4 $36.94

Happy To Be Me 18 407 978-1-62065-391-3 $5.99 978-1-62065-396-8 $36.94

Holly’s Three White Mice 18 486 978-1-62065-404-0 $5.99 978-1-62065-421-7 $36.94

Princess Writes a Play 18 499 978-1-5157-3310-2 $5.99 978-1-5157-3338-6 $36.94

Snorkeling with Nana 18 434 978-1-6206-5392-0 $5.99 978-1-62065-395-1 $36.94

Stella the Spider 18 395 978-1-5157-3276-1 $5.99 978-1-5157-5063-5 $36.94

Amazing Insects and Spiders 19 382 978-1-5157-3279-2 $5.99 978-1-5157-5065-9 $36.94

Etta’s Baby Lamb 19 535 978-1-5157-3308-9 $5.99 978-1-5157-3336-2 $36.94

Healthy Foods 19 421 978-1-5157-3314-0 $5.99 978-1-5157-3335-5 $36.94

Mouse Visor 19 415 978-1-62065-407-1 $5.99 978-1-62065-420-0 $36.94

Penny and the Peas 19 414 978-1-5157-3309-6 $5.99 978-1-5157-3337-9 $36.94

Something is Watching 19 523 978-1-5157-3311-9 $5.99 978-1-5157-3339-3 $36.94

Animal Rescue Shelter 20 546 978-1-62065-427-9 $5.99 978-1-62065-447-7 $36.94

City Life, Farm Life 20 96 978-1-62065-443-9 $5.99 978-1-62065-450-7 $36.94

A Go-kart at School 20 445 978-1-62065-409-5 $5.99 978-1-62065-418-7 $36.94

Farms Around the World 20 496 978-1-5157-3313-3 $5.99 978-1-5157-3334-8 $36.94

How to Write a Great Story 20 472 978-1-5157-3315-7 $5.99 978-1-5157-3340-9 $36.94

Making Music Festival 20 738 978-1-62065-430-9 $5.99 978-1-62065-458-3 $36.94

Meeting Milly 20 514 978-1-62065-410-1 $5.99 978-1-62065-417-0 $36.94

Me, Too! 20 697 978-1-5157-4966-0 $5.99 978-1-5157-4982-0 $36.94

Morvena the Mermaid 20 829 978-1-62065-434-7 $5.99 978-1-62065-448-4 $36.94

Mrs. Magee's Unusual Plants 20 923 978-1-5157-4966-0 $5.99 978-1-5157-4982-0 $36.94

My Family 20 579 978-1-5157-4965-3 $5.99 978-1-5157-4981-3 $36.94

Ocean Craft 20 721 978-1-62065-435-4 $5.99 978-1-62065-452-1 $36.94

Pirate Lessons 20 526 978-1-62065-412-5 $5.99 978-1-62065-415-6 $36.94

Rain Forests 20 443 978-1-5157-3312-6 $5.99 978-1-5157-3333-1 $36.94

Tortoise and the Birds, The 20 547 978-1-5157-4970-7 $5.99 978-1-5157-4986-8 $36.94

Ukulele Liam 20 1001 978-1-5157-3513-7 $5.99 978-1-5157-3526-7 $36.94

Underwater World 20 442 978-1-62065-393-7 $5.99 978-1-62065-394-4 $36.94

For complete information or to order online visit EngageLiteracy.com


