Dear Administrator:
Graphic novels have an exciting role to play in our efforts to increase our students’ reading achievement.   Most research into effective reading instruction boils down to one critical point: students who read more read better.  It is critical that we use every tool at our disposal to find that reading “hook” for each student—especially as reading competes with ever-more multi-media forms of entertainment and information gathering.   And kids are reading graphic novels—nearly $400 million dollars worth in 2008 according to Publisher’s Weekly.  
In the past, graphic novels have been approached with some trepidation.  Are “comic books” real literature? Are they content-appropriate? Shouldn’t we be transitioning students away from picture books?  However, as the format has evolved, educators have come to realize that graphic novels play a vital role in reaching readers of all abilities and interests.
For the students whose brains are wired to more easily grasp visual/spatial concepts, graphic novels, with their integration of text and visuals to form a complete story, are a valuable tool to engage them in reading. We have long accepted that the relationship between text and pictures helps emergent readers.  Why give up such a valuable tool as students get older—especially when it comes to our struggling, reluctant and ELL readers?
And what about the issues of whether graphic novels are “real” literature or contain appropriate content?  A graphic novel, Maus, won a Pulitzer in 1992 and with world leaders such as President Obama and Desmond Tutu as fans, we can feel encouraged that rather than limiting our students’ potential, graphic novels can help open the world to them.  
One of our most reputable vendors Capstone has two imprints, Capstone Press and Stone Arch Books, that feature “safe” graphic novels—stories that grab our students’ attention but have appropriate content.  They have led the way in creating engaging original stories, re-telling classic tales and even have nonfiction titles tied to popular curriculum topics and standards in science, history and biography-- all in accessible graphic novel format.
I look forward to talking with you further about how we can add this exciting format into our reading instruction arsenal.
