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Pioneers to the West

Objectives
Students will be able to:
•	determine	the	main	idea	of	a	text.
•	recount	key	details	that	support	
the	main	idea.

•	explain	how	the	details	support	
the	main	idea.

Support Learners
If students	need	extra	support	
to	determine	main	idea	and	
understand	how	key	details	
support	main	ideas	in	text,	then 

•	write	a	main	idea	at	the	top	of	the	
graphic	organizer	Main Ideas and 
Key Details	and	have	students	work	
with	you	to	examine	the	text	for	
key	details	that	support	the	main	
idea.

•	emphasize	that	details	may	be	
found	in	the	text,	but	they	may	also	
be	found	in	the	illustrations.	Work	
with	students	to	examine	the	text	
and	illustrations	for	clues.	

•	list	details	for	students	and	ask	
students	which	ones	support	the	
main	idea—and	which	ones	do	not.	
Have	them	explain	why.

Main Ideas and Key Details
Introduce the Lesson

Introduce the Text Show students the cover and say: Do you wonder what life 
was like for pioneers to the West? Have you ever asked yourself, “Why did they go west 
where there were no towns and hardly any people?” This text, Pioneers to the West, 
answers these questions and more. As we read, we’ll look for man ideas about how 
pioneers lived, and we will look for key details that support the main ideas.

Introduce the Strategy This book is full of important information about pioneers. 
Authors tell us the main ideas, or most important ideas, and then give us key details 
about the main ideas. As strategic readers, we ask ourselves, “What are the main 
ideas in the text? What details tell me more about the main ideas?” Identifying main 
ideas and the key details that support them allows us to take away the most important 
information from our reading.

Demonstrate and Collaborate
Model Strategy Use Watch as I focus on the first chapter of this book, “Westward 
Ho!” This section explains some reasons why settlers went west, and it tells some of 
what they found there. Listen as I state the main idea in my own words: Pioneers 
went west to find a new life.

Now I want to find the key details that support that main idea. One supporting detail 
I notice is that some settlers went west to find new farmland. Why is this detail 
important? (New farmland would offer one kind of new life.) This section also 
tells us that some pioneers were looking for gold and that others were looking for 
adventure. Now I understand that these details support the main idea that pioneers 
went west to find a new life. 

Collaborate with Students Read the next page. Then say: The main idea on 
this page is that pioneers were not the only people who wanted the western lands.  
What details support this main idea? Turn and talk with a partner as you identify 
important details in the text.

After students have had a moment to confer, volunteers can restate some of 
the key details. For example, the government tried to take land from American 
Indians, but some of the Indians fought with them. As students volunteer 
ideas, ask: How does this detail support the main idea? 

Focus also on text features. On page 4, for example, point out the chapter title, 
the photograph, and the caption. Ask: What important detail does that photograph 
tell readers about the journey westward? (Large groups of pioneers traveled in a 
line of covered wagons.)

Support Independent Practice
•	Display the graphic organizer: Main Ideas and Key Details. Point out the spaces 

for students to list main ideas and supporting details.
•	Consider having students work in pairs or small groups, with each pair or 

group focusing on one section of the book.
•	As students work, circulate to make sure that they are listing details that 

support the main idea and not just “interesting facts.” Ask: How does this 
detail support the main idea?

•	Be sure students examine the text features, such as the photographs, 
headings, special features, and so on. How do details in these features help 
students understand main ideas?

Provide More Practice
Use	these	texts	for	further	practice	
with	with	determining	main	ideas	
and	key	details:

•	Crooks,	Cowboys,	and	Characters:	
The	Wild	West

•	Plains	Indians
•	Thanksgiving	Then	and	Now
•	Our	National	Holiday
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