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After reading
Focus on meaning, structure, and visual cues that children 
found difficult while reading. Discuss strategies and provide 
opportunities for children to consolidate specific skills. For 
example, if children had difficulty with the word ‘colorful’, 
discuss strategies such as sounding out, re-reading, looking at 
the pictures, or using the sentence content.

Choose from the following activities.

Comprehension 
• True or false: Have children recall facts that they learned 

from reading the text. Write some true and false sentences 
about the text on the board and discuss why they are true 
or false. Have children complete BLM 1 (page 3), identifying 
if the sentences are true or false.

• Compare and contrast: Ask children to write facts about 
turtles and fish on pieces of paper. Place two overlapping 
hoops on the ground and explain how a Venn diagram 
works.  As a group, have children sort and place their 
facts on turtles and fish into the appropriate hoops. Have 
children complete BLM 2 (page 4), sorting facts in a  
Venn diagram.

Phonological awareness/Graphophonics
• Find ‘lay’ in the text and discuss the vowel digraph ‘ay’. 

Model the sound these letters make when they are 
together. Brainstorm and record other ‘ay’ words. Repeat 
for ‘ee’ in ‘need’, ‘ea’ in ‘sea’, and ‘aw’ in ‘jaws’.

• Find the antonyms ‘soft’ and ‘hard’ in the text. Explain 
that antonyms are words that mean the opposite.  Ask 
children to find things in the room that are soft and things 
in the room that are hard. Encourage them to explain the 
difference between ‘soft’ and ‘hard’. Repeat for ‘big’ and 
‘small’. Brainstorm and record other antonyms.

• Find ‘hard’ in the text. Discuss the sound made when the 
letters ‘ar’ are together. Talk about how ‘hard’ can be read 
by sounding ‘h-ar-d’. Find and record other ‘ar’ words in the 
text (e.g. ‘shark’, ‘sharp’).

• Find ‘bright’ in the text and model how it can be sounded as 
‘br-ight’. Discuss the sound the letters ‘ight’ make and talk 
about how new words can be made by changing the letters 
in front of the ‘ight’ rime. For example, ‘s-ight’. Brainstorm 
and list other ‘ight’ words.

• Explain that usually when a word ends with ‘e’, the ‘e’ is 
silent, and you make a long vowel sound for the previous 
vowel, instead of a short vowel sound. Find ‘made’ and  
‘like’ in the text and have children practice sounding them. 
Ask them to find other words in the text that use the  
silent ‘e’ rule.

• Discuss the consonant digraph ‘th’. Talk about how these 
letters are sounded together to make one sound. Discuss 
how ‘th’ can be at the beginning, middle, or end of words.

• Talk about the word ‘shell’ and the consonant digraph ‘sh’. 
Discuss the sound these letters make together.  Ask children 
to find ‘sh’ words in the text.

Vocabulary 
• Visual recognition of high frequency words: ‘beautiful’, ‘because’, 

‘carefully’, ‘colorful’, ‘know’, ‘smaller’, ‘smallest’, ‘such’.  Ask 
children to find these words in the text. Write the words 
on cards (two cards for each word) and play a game such as 
Concentration.

• Theme words—underwater: Write nouns from the text on 
paper. Next to each word, have children draw a picture to 
show its meaning.  As a group, think of a simple definition for 
each word and record it next to the word and the picture. 
Have children complete BLM 3 (page 5), drawing pictures 
of words and writing sentences to explain their meanings.

Fluency
• Discuss the importance of reading smoothly and without 

stopping. Demonstrate how to read fluently. Have children 
practice by reading the text to each other.

Text conventions 
• Features of the front cover: Look at the front cover and ask 

children to identify the title and author. Explain to children 
that the author wrote the text. 

• Features of the back cover: As a group, look at the back cover 
and have children identify the blurb. Discuss how readers 
can read the blurb to get an idea of what the text will be 
about.  Ask, Does the blurb match what the text was about?

Writing
• Discuss how this text teaches readers lots of information 

about animals and plants that live in the underwater 
world.  Ask children to write a report about their favorite 
underwater animal, including what it looks like, where it 
lives, what it does, and what it eats. Have children draw and 
label diagrams of their animals. 

	English Language Learners
• Collect pictures of animals and plants that live under the 

sea. Discuss these with children and as a group make a 
list of them. Provide children with large pieces of paper, 
paint, glue, construction paper, boxes, material, and other 
craft materials. Have children make an underwater world 
mural, painting the large paper blue and using the other 
craft materials to make underwater animals and plants 
to paste onto their mural. During the activity, focus 
on enhancing and supporting children’s language and 
communication skills.

	Assessment
• BLMs 1, 2, and 3 completed
• Note the child’s responses, attempts, and reading 

behaviors before, during, and after reading 
• Collect work samples, e.g. BLM 1 could be kept in the 

child’s portfolio 
• Complete Oral Reading Record (page 6)
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Main teaching focus
Comprehension: Answering true or false 
questions.

Other teaching focus
Comprehension: Recalling information from 
the text.

Teacher’s note
Children read the sentences, decide if the facts are correct or wrong 
and circle True or False.

True or false
•	 Read the facts about the text.

•	 Circle True if the facts are correct. Circle False if the facts are wrong.

Plants and animals live under the sea. True False

Fish can be big and they can be small. True False

Turtles don’t live under the water. True False

You can see seaweed and sea grass under the sea. True False

All coral is very hard. True False

Small fish like to hide in the coral  
because it is a safe place.

True False

Sharks are big fish that live in the ocean. True False

Sharks don’t eat meat  
because they only eat plants.

True False

Whales are the smallest animals in the ocean. True False

Whales are a big fish. True False

Whales swim by moving their tails up and down. True False

You can go snorkeling under the sea. True False

We can take care of the animals  
and plants in the ocean.

True False

Main teaching focus
Comprehension: Comparing and contrasting.

Other teaching focus
Comprehension: Recalling information from 
the text.

Teacher’s note
Children record facts about sharks in the left circle, facts about whales 
in the right circle, and facts that are true for both in the middle.

Compare and contrast
•	 Write facts that are only about sharks in the left circle.

•	 Write facts that are only about whales in the right circle.

•	 Write facts that are about both sharks and whales in the middle.
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