
Read to Achieve

A curriculum to support your 
Read to Achieve 

End-of-Third-Grade program

• 4 week program
 specifically designed
 to support your NC R2A
 curriculum

• Multi-level lessons to
 ensure all students have
 access to the 
 End-of-Third-Grade
 standards

• Complete Teacher’s
 Resource Guide   
 Includes:
 ➡ Detailed lessons
 ➡ Pacing
 ➡ Behavior checklists
 ➡ Writing instruction
 ➡ Graphic Organizers
 ➡ Behavior checklists
  to support formative
  assessment

• Student workbook to be
 used as a progress
 record

• Engaging student
 materials 

CapstoneClassroom.com/Read2Acheive

PROGRAM FEATURES:



Read to Achieve
Welcome to Capstone Classroom’s Read to Achieve curriculum package for North Carolina 
classrooms. This 4 week instructional plan can become your complete R2A “program in a box”.  

PROGRAM FEATURES:

North Carolina Read to Achieve Student Workbook: 978-1-4966-0536-8  $10.95
48 page student workbook contains graphic organizers, activity sheets and Self 
Assessments to support every lesson.  This workbook can serve as a student 
progress monitoring tool. Order 1 per student.

More purchasing options are available.  
Please contact your North Carolina account representatives: 

Vickery Associates- Mary Lou at literacy@nc.rr.com • (919) 218-6231 or 
Casey at NCliteracy@gmail.com • (919) 395-2463

• Covers all required NC R2A standards 
 ➡ Instructional support to scaffold 
  learning for students below grade level
 ➡ Integrated writing lessons
 ➡ Shared Reading and Read Aloud 
  lessons to scaffold instruction and 
  engage students

• Easy to use Teacher’s Notes with built-in   
 professional development
• Student workbook 
• Progress monitoring checklists
• Graphic organizers
• 90+ minutes of instruction for 20 days
• Flexible purchase options

CapstoneClassroom.com/Read2Acheive

SAVE 

10%
 on the 

package

Read to 
Achieve

My Activity Book

North Carolina Read to Achieve Teacher Package: 978-1-4914-7926-1  $450.91 $405.82
Contains 1 copy each of the 39 student mentor texts, 2 Read Aloud books and 4 Big Books.  Includes online access to 
the complete Teacher’s Resource guide.  Books come to your classroom in a sturdy storage/display box.

North Carolina Read to Achieve Student Package: 978-1-4914-7927-8  $253.08
Contains 1 copy each of the 39 student mentor texts.  Please order as many sets as each classroom needs, depending 
on the number of students being served.  Books come to your classroom in a sturdy storage/display box.



Capstone Classroom’s Read to Achieve curriculum package for 
North Carolina classrooms provides a comprehensive approach to 

helping students prepare for 4th grade.

PROGRAM STRUCTURE:
A four week program that incorporates best practices for language arts instruction including 
Shared Reading, Read Aloud, small group instruction, mentor lessons, writing lessons and 
opportunities for students to self-assess their progress.

• Week 1 focus on Language Standards
• Week 2 focus on Literature Standards
• Weeks 3 and 4 focus on Informational Text Standards

All 4 weeks include writing lessons to support language arts instruction and comprehension.

CapstoneClassroom.com/Read2Acheive

Read to 
Achieve

My Activity Book
Includes Complete Lessons for:
Four weeks of Language Arts Instruction
90-minute lessons including direct instructional support
Multi-level lesson for students up to two years below reading level
Designed to provide students multiple access to LA standards
Includes writing instruction

Read to Achieve  
TEACHER’S RESOURCE

®

The R2A Teacher’s 
Resource Guide 
provides complete 
instruction for the 
defined standards 
but also provides 
scaffolded instruction 
for the standards 
leading up to 
3rd grade.

The R2A Student 
workbook provides 
lesson support for 
each lesson during 
the 4 week program.  
Includes Reading 
Behaviors checklist, 
Graphic Organizers 
and Self Assessments.
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Meeting the Common Core
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.4a
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.4d

Objectives
Students will:
•  use sentence-level context as a 

clue to the meaning of a word.
•  use glossaries or beginning 

dictionaries, both print and 
digital, to determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and 
phrases.

Support Learners
If students need extra support to 
use dictionaries to determine or 
clarify the precise meaning of key 
words, then 
•  provide appropriate dictionaries 

for students to access during the 
lesson.

•  provide some review and practice 
in alphabetizing. Make five or 
more note cards of several grade-
level appropriate words that 
are close to one another in the 
dictionary. Place four of them in 
alphabetical order, and challenge 
them to insert the fifth word in the 
place it belongs in the word order.

Deserts

Language: Vocabulary 
Use a Dictionary to Confirm
Introduce the Skill
Tell students: I was reading this book about how living things survive in a desert. I 
came across this sentence: Deserts can be transformed after rainfall. I’m having 
trouble figuring out what the word transformed means. Usually, I can look at the 
context, or the words around the difficult word, to find out what it means. The sentence 
is about deserts and rainfall. But that still doesn’t help me, nor does the sentence after 
it: Seeds in the ground lie in wait for a heavy rainstorm. Hmm . . . deserts, 
rainfall, and seeds . . . does it have something to do with growing? I’m still not sure. 

If you still can’t figure out the meaning of a word from the context, the next step is to 
check a dictionary. But remember—the dictionary alone can’t give you the answer. You 
need to look at both the dictionary and the context together. 

I see the definition of “transform” actually has two definitions. First, it says transform 
means to change the form or appearance of something. Next, it says transform means 
a mathematical change. I know the author can’t have meant a mathematical change, 
because the sentence is about deserts and rainfall, and the next sentence is about 
growing plants from seeds. But I could see how lots of growing plants could change the 
appearance of the desert. I think that’s what the author meant—a change in the form or 
appearance of the desert.

Do you see how I used both the context and the dictionary together? The dictionary 
sometimes gives more than one definition, so I need to look at the context to find out 
which one the author meant.

Practice and Apply
Choose four words from a text the students are currently reading that are on or 
above grade level. Ideal words for this exercise are those which have multiple 
meanings. Working with partners, have students create a four-column chart. 
In column one, students write the word. In column two, students write two or 
three context clues from the sentence, or nearby sentences. In column three, 
they should write the dictionary definition. In the final column, students 
should write the meaning in their own words. Be sure to model filling out the 
chart for at least one of the words.
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Meeting the Common Core
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Provide More Practice
Use these texts for further practice 
with recounting stories:
•  The Adventures of Hercules
•  Jason the Golden Fleece
•  Perseus and Medusa
•  The Story of Orion

Objectives
Students will:
•  recall events from the beginning, 

middle, and end of a literary text.
•  retell the text.

Support Learners
If students need extra support to 
recall events from a story and use 
them in a retelling, then 
•  use the illustrations to prompt 

students’ recall of the events.  
As you point to illustrations,  
ask students to describe what is 
happening in each of them.  
Model turning those details into  
a retelling.

•  work with students to create 
a list of transitional words that 
are helpful in retelling a story. 
Consider words other than first, 
second, and so on and add words 
such as before, after, now, when, 
later, meanwhile, and so on.

•  write events from the text on 
sticky notes. Have students work 
together to place the sticky notes 
in the order in which the events 
occurred. Then they can use the 
sticky notes for reference as they 
retell the story.

Retelling
Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the Text Show students the cover and say: This graphic novel tells 
part of Tom’s story. Tom and his friend Huckleberry Finn witness a murder! This leads 
them on a series of adventures—and some of them are pretty frightening. As we read, 
we are going to pay attention to details that would help us retell this story.

Introduce the Strategy Say: When something exciting happens to me, I want 
to tell my best friend about it. When I tell a story about something exciting, though, I 
don’t tell every single detail. Instead, I tell the most important details. A good retelling, 
or recounting, of a story includes the most important details—in order from beginning  
to end.

Demonstrate and Collaborate
Model Strategy Use Display RL:1: Story Telling Frame after reading the 
book with students. This is a great tool for gathering ideas and keeping them 
organized for a retelling. Watch as I focus on the first chapter.

The characters are the people in the story. Thumbing through the first chapter, I see 
three characters—Tom, Aunt Polly, and Becky Thatcher. Watch as I write their names 
on the organizer so that I remember them. Now I am focusing on the setting. The text 
doesn’t say exactly when this story takes place. But the students are using chalkboards 
at their desks, so I am pretty sure this takes place in the past.

With the character and setting recorded, now it’s time to focus on the events. In the 
beginning, Tom steals jam and skips school. His Aunt Polly punishes him by having him 
paint the fence. I’ll jot these details on the organizer so that I include them when I retell. 

Collaborate with Students Let’s do some more thinking about the details in the 
text. What happens in the middle of the chapter? Turn and talk with your partner to 
recall the most important details. 

After students have had a few moments to confer, elicit details to add to the 
organizer. If students suggest details that are not important for a recount, 
be sure to model evaluating details to determine whether or not they are 
important to understanding the story.

Students can confer to add details to the end. Once the organizer is complete, 
model how to retell the story: As the story begins, Tom is hiding from his Aunt 
Polly because he’s in trouble! He’s stolen jam and skipped school. To teach Tom a lesson, 
Aunt Polly makes him paint the fence . . . Continue the recount, focusing on how 
to include important details and make them flow smoothly from one event to 
another. Have students evaluate your recount and check that you included the 
details on the organizer. 

Support Independent Practice
• Distribute RL:1 to students. Assign pairs or small groups another chapter to 

prepare for a recount.
• Once organizers are complete, have students retell their chapters, using their 

organizers as a guide.
• As students work, check to be sure they are including only the most 

important details. Remind them that a recount should be in their own words.
• Have students use RL:1 with other texts. Whenever you want them to do a 

retelling—whether oral or written—they can use the organizer to gather and 
organize their thoughts.

© 2013 from Instructional Resources for Teaching the Common Core - Grade 3 (Capstone Classroom). This page may be reproduced for classroom use only.
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Name ______________________________________________ Date  ___________________________________

RL:1

Story Retelling Frame

Read
ing: Literature 

Characters Setting
Where:

When:

Beginning

Middle

End
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Meeting the Common Core
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.2

The Sun

Provide More Practice
Use these texts for further practice 
with determining main ideas and 
supporting details:
•  Deserts
•  A Drop in the Ocean
•  Heroes of the American Revolution
•  How Do Tornadoes Form?
• Life at Ellis Island

Objectives
Students will:
•  determine the main idea of a text.
•  recount key details that support 

the main idea.
•  explain how the details support 

the main idea.

Support Learners
If students need extra support 
to determine the main idea and 
understand how details support key 
ideas in text, then 
•  write a key idea at the top of RI:1 

and have students work with you 
to examine the text for details that 
support it.

•  emphasize that details may be 
found in the text, but they may 
also be found in the illustrations. 
Examine the text together for 
clues. 

•  list details for students and ask 
students which details support 
the main idea—and which do not. 
Have them explain why.

Key Ideas and Details
Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the Text Show students the cover and say: Do you wonder what 
happens at the center of the Sun? Have you watched an eclipse and asked yourself, 
“How did that happen?” This text about the Sun answers these questions and more. As 
we read, we’ll look for key ideas about the Sun and our solar system. 

Introduce the Strategy Tell students: Important ideas are called key, or main, 
ideas. Authors don’t just tell us important ideas, they also give us important details 
about these ideas. As strategic readers, we ask ourselves, “What are the most important 
ideas in the text? What details tell me more about the important ideas?” Identifying key 
ideas in the text and identifying the important details that support those ideas allows 
us to take away the most important information from our reading. 

Demonstrate and Collaborate
Model Strategy Use Say: Watch as I focus on the first chapter of this book, Fasten 
Your Seat Belt! At first, the title made me think that the key idea of this section is 
about seat belts, but reading more deeply, I see that this section explains what items you 
would need for a successful journey to the Sun. Listen as I state the key idea in my own 
words: A journey to the Sun would require special supplies. 

Now I want to find the details that support that key idea. I want to be sure I 
understand it. One supporting detail I notice is that the journey to the Sun would 
require a lot of fuel. Why is this detail important? The text tells us that escaping the 
gravitational pull of Earth is so difficult, the spacecraft would need to travel at speeds 
of 25,000 miles per hour. Now I understand how this detail supports the key idea—
without a lot of fuel, the trip to the Sun would be impossible.

Collaborate with Students Say: Fuel isn’t the only supply that you would need 
to travel to the Sun. What other details support this key idea? Turn and talk with a 
partner as you identify other important details in the text.

After students have had a moment to confer, volunteers can restate some of the 
important details. As students volunteer ideas, ask: How does this detail support 
the main idea? 

Be sure to focus also on text features. Point out, for example, the photograph 
of the Sun’s surface on p. 5. What does that photograph tell readers about a 
journey to the Sun and what supplies might be needed?

Support Independent Practice
• Display RI:1: Key Ideas and Details. Point out the spaces for students to list 

key ideas and supporting ideas.
• Consider having students work in pairs or small groups, with each pair or 

group focusing on one section of the book.
• As students work, circulate to make sure that they are listing details that 

support the main idea and not just “interesting facts.” Ask: How does this 
detail support the main idea?

• Be sure students examine the text features, such as the photographs, 
headings, special features, and so on. How do details in these features help 
students understand key ideas?

• Look for opportunities for students to use RI:1 with additional texts. Use this 
resource whenever students need support identifying key ideas and/or the 
ideas that support them in informational text.
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RL:2

Character Interview

Read
ing: Literature 

Character Being Interviewed: ________________________________________________

Page: _____

Question:  

Answer:  

Page: _____

Question:  

Answer:  

Page: _____

Question:  

Answer:  

Page: _____

Question:  

Answer:  

Page: _____

Question:  

Answer:  

Text  _________________________________________________________________________________
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Meeting the Common Core
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.7

The Civil War Through 
Photography

Provide More Practice
Use these texts for further practice 
with using information from 
illustrations and words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding:
•  Control Freak: Hormones, the 

Brain, and the Nervous System 
•  Deserts
•  Life on a Pioneer Homestead
•  What Does Space Exploration Do 

for Us?

Objective
Students will:
•  use information gained from 

illustrations in a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text. 

•  use information gained from the 
words in a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text. 

Support Learners
If students need extra support for 
using information from illustrations 
and words in a text to demonstrate 
understanding, then 
•  work with students to first 

determine the key ideas of the 
text before focusing on the 
accompanying illustration.

•  have students identify two or three 
key words on the page, and then 
use those key words when writing 
a caption.

•  focus on a few examples of 
existing captions in a text to use 
as models. Ask students what key 
ideas those captions are focusing 
on within the text.

Integration of Knowledge  
and Ideas
Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the Text Tell students: When we watch the news on TV or read it in 
a paper or the Internet, there are almost always pictures or video there about the story. 
The photos and videos help us understand the news story. But there was a time when 
photos were a very new technology. 

The Civil War was one of the most important events in our country’s history. Many 
people died, and our nation was nearly destroyed. It is also known as one of the first 
major wars in which photos were used to tell about what was happening. This book 
shows how photos were used to tell the story of that war.

Introduce the Strategy Say: When photos or other illustrations are used in a text, 
the author is very careful in choosing them. An illustration is only used if it will help 
the reader understand the main ideas and key details in the text. The illustration must 
also relate to the main ideas and details on the page where it is shown. A caption is a 
short statement that tells about the photo, and connects it with the text. There are many 
ways to write a caption, but it must tell what is most important about the photo and 
how it is related to the text on the page.

Demonstrate and Collaborate
Model Strategy Use Say: Here on page 20, there is a picture of the battlefield after 
the Battle of Antietam. The text near the photo tells us that this was the war’s bloodiest 
battle, where 4,700 soldiers were killed. So the author has included a picture showing 
some of those dead soldiers. Read the caption to students. There are many ways to 
write a caption. If I were writing this caption, I might write, “This photo shows us the 
Civil War’s greatest cost: the lives of young soldiers.” A caption tells the reader what is 
most important about the illustration and how it connects with the text.

Collaborate with Students Say: There are many other great illustrations in this 
text that help bring the Civil War to life. Let’s turn to page 27. Take a minute to read 
the text on that page. Allow readers sufficient time to carefully read the text on 
p. 27. Now turn and talk to your partner about what you think the main ideas on that 
page are. Have volunteers share their ideas.

Now look at the photo at the top of the page. Let’s think for a moment about how this 
picture is related to the text on the page. Allow students time to think about what 
makes that photo important. Then have volunteers share their ideas. What does 
the illustration show about the experiences of prisoners at Andersonville? (The prison 
was very crowded. There was little shelter. It was dirty and unhealthy for 
prisoners.)

Support Independent Practice
• Display RI:6: Writing Captions. Point out the spaces for writing the page 

number, the main ideas, and a photo caption.
• Remind students that they should not simply rewrite the existing captions, 

but should try to come up with their own ideas about what is important 
about the photos. A photo can say many things about its subject.

• As students work, circulate to make sure the captions they are writing relate 
the photo to the main ideas on the page. Ask: How does this illustration help the 
reader understand the main ideas in the text?
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Rl:3

Nonliteral Language

Read
ing: Literature 

Text  _________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence or phrase:

Key word:

What does the word make you see, think, or hear?

What does the sentence describe?

Rewrite the sentence or phrase in your own words:
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Welcome to Capstone Classroom’s Read to Achieve curriculum 
package for North Carolina classrooms.  This 4 week instructional 
plan can become your complete R2A “program in a box”. 

CapstoneClassroom.com/Read2Acheive

1710 Roe Crest Drive
North Mankato, MN 56003


