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Stone Arch Books and Genre Studies
Upper elementary and middle-school language arts programs frequently use a genre-studies approach to teaching fiction.  In this approach, teachers introduce students to the strategies needed to comprehend each genre.  Genre studies are often a collaborative effort between the classroom teacher and the school library media specialist. Language arts teachers customarily ask students to read a book from every genre over the course of a year.  Stone Arch Books offers the librarian gripping fiction for struggling readers in grades 3-9 in all the major genres of literature studied in the classroom.
What is a literary genre?

· A literary genre is one of the divisions of literature according to particular criteria such as literary technique, tone, or subject matter (content).
What are the standard genres in literature?

· Adventure

Stories that contain an exciting undertaking involving risk and physical danger
· Fantasy

Fiction with strange or other-worldly settings or settings

· Historical fiction

Stories with fictional characters and events in a historical setting

· Horror

Fiction in which events evoke a feeling of dread in both the characters and the reader

· Humor
Fiction full of fun, fancy, and excitement, meant to entertain

· Mystery

Fiction dealing with the solution of a crime or the unraveling of secrets

· Realistic fiction

Stories that can happen and are true to life.  Sports stories and school stories are realistic fiction.

· Science fiction

Stories based on the impact of actual, imagined, or potential science, usually set in the future or on other planets

(See California Department of Education, Recommended Literature: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve)
How do Stone Arch Books support genre studies instruction?
· Stone Arch Books publishes in these genres:  adventure, fantasy, historical fiction, horror, humor, mystery, realistic fiction, science fiction.
· We note the genre of a fictional text in our catalog, on the Stone Arch Books website, and on the front cover of the book.  This helps librarians know that a title meets the genre-specific need of a student.
· Knowing the genre they are about to read helps students identify the strategies to be employed with that book
